Audio Script
Thanksgiving Day

Jim Morrow, Interviewer (JM): Welcome, everybody. This is Jim Morrow and your favourite programme ‘CELEBRATIONS OF THE YEAR’. Today, our guest Tom Tripleton, who comes from the United States of America, is going to tell us about his favourite holiday - Thanksgiving Day. Well, Tom, what is Thanksgiving Day?
Tom Tripleton (TT): Thank you, Jim. I’d say that after Christmas, Thanksgiving Day is the second most important family occasion in the United States. We celebrate it every year, on the fourth Thursday in November.
(JM): What exactly do you celebrate?
(TT): We celebrate the good fortune of the early colonists who arrived in America in 1620 in what is now Plymouth, Massachusetts.
(JM): You say - good fortune?
(TT): Well, at first, the early English settlers had many problems like poor health and sickness. However, they gradually learnt to live in their new world and built settlements. You know, they had to cut down the trees in the forests to build their houses and create fields, which was very tiring. Fortunately, later, friendly Indians taught them how to hunt, fish and grow crops in their fields.
(JM): They were lucky, weren’t they?
(TT): That’s right. When they collected their crops in the autumn, they were very happy because they knew they had enough food for the winter ahead. So they decided to have a feast to thank God for their good luck. They invited their helpful Indian neighbours and celebrated for several days.
(JM): So what happens today in America?
(TT): Today, American families meet on Thanksgiving Day and prepare a traditional Thanksgiving dinner. We have roast turkey, sweet potatoes and sweet corn. In large cities, big department stores sponsor Thanksgiving Day parades. They introduce the Christmas shopping season.
(JM): Do children like this holiday?
(TT): Oh, yes, they love it. The holiday is always on Thursday, so they get a long four-day weekend.
(JM): The Thanksgiving holiday, isn’t it wonderful? Tom, thank you very much.
(TT): My pleasure.
